	Subject and Exam Board: Sociology AQA

	Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade 6 or above in Sociology.  If not taken Grade 6 or above in another subject and Grade 5 or above in English
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	Course Description:
The aim of the course is to equip students with a current sociological knowledge that is applicable to everyday life. The syllabus encourages students to review and reflect upon the structure and meaning of the society in which we grow up in. Students will be encouraged to assess current social issues and design social policies to combat these issues. The role of social change is reviewed and the impacts have had upon our lives.  
	 
The full A level course comprises of three units. The following are taught in Y13:
 
Unit 2- Topics in Sociology
Students will look at the relationship between ownership and control of the mass media. Globalisation and popular culture. The process of selection and presentation of content of the news. Media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability. The new media and its significance in understanding the role of media in contemporary society.

Unit 3- Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
Students should become involved in theoretical debate while encouraging an active involvement in research processes. Students should evidence their theoretical understanding with examples drawn from their own experiences of small-scale research. Students will examine differing theories of crime and deviance as well as social order and control. Students should examine patterns of crime as well as the crime prevention strategies currently employed. Students will also examine sociological understanding of suicide. Students should demonstrate an understanding of research methods including types of data, how data is collected. Students should be able to assess the theories they examine using sociological perspectives


	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	The first year of the A level course comprises of two units:
 
Unit 1 – Education with Methods in Context
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies in relation to Education. Students will look at the role and purpose of education, differences in achievement of social groups, class groups and gender, the effects of teacher and pupil’s relationships and the significance of educational policies.
 
Unit 2 – Topics in Sociology (Families and Households) 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies in relation to   families and households and Research Methods. Students will look at the changing patterns of marriage, relationships between family and social structure and social change, review gender roles and power relationships, the nature of childhood and changes in the family and society over time.

	The full A level course comprises of three units. The following are taught in Y13:
 
Unit 2 – Topics in Sociology (Media)
Students will look at the relationship between ownership and control of the mass media. Globalisation and popular culture. The process of selection and presentation of content of the news. Media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability. The new media and its significance in understanding the role of media in contemporary society.

Unit 3 – Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 
Students should become involved in theoretical debate while encouraging an active involvement in research processes. Students should evidence their theoretical understanding with examples drawn from their own experiences of small scale research. Students will examine differing theories of crime and deviance as well as social order and control. Students should examine patterns of crime as well as the crime prevention strategies currently employed. Students will also examine sociological understanding of suicide. Students should demonstrate an understanding of research methods including types of data, how data is collected. Students should be able to assess the theories they examine using sociological perspectives


	A-Level Exam Structure
 3 exams, each for 2 hours. Each paper is out of 96 and will comprise of questions:

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods
Education                                          50 marks
Methods in Context                        20 marks
Theory and Methods                      10 marks

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology
Section A: families and households                 40 marks
Section B: Media                                                 40 marks

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
Crime and Deviance                                        50 marks
Theory and Methods                                      30 marks


	Subject works well with:

Psychology
English
Business
PE
Government and politics
History
Philosophy and ethics

	Students go on to be:
Counsellors
Police
Health care professionals
Lawyers
Social workers
Teachers
Advertisers
Charity workers


	What do students say about the course?
“Sociology is interesting as it studies people in society and gives me a wider understanding of those around me”
“I enjoy the debates we have in sociology”
“Sociology helps you tin understand things in society such as why some groups academically achieve more than others” 
“Sociology makes you more aware of social problems such as class inequality and gender equality” 
“I enjoy that you get to study different groups and understand their views on society” 
“Sociology is a very interesting subject and provides an insight on how society works and functions”
“I enjoy learning about education in sociology and about how minority groups are put at a disadvantage and how external factors affect achievement. It has helped me understand a lot about the education system”  
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