	Subject and Exam Board: Psychology AQA

	Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in Psychology or if not taken a Grade 6 in another GCSE subject and Grade 5 in English

	Head of Subject: Miss A Omar

	Course Description:
The aim of the course is to equip students with a current psychological knowledge that is applicable to everyday life. The syllabus encourages students to generate an enthusiasm for the subject and offers opportunities for students to develop an independent and inquisitive style of enquiry that will give them the autonomy to shape their view of the world and their experiences within it. 
 
The full A level course comprises of three units. The following are taught in Y13:
 
Unit 2 – Psychology in context
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts and theories that relate to Psychological Approaches and Research Methods. Students develop their skills of evaluation and analysis and apply of these approaches to everyday life. Students develop knowledge and understanding of research methods associated with these areas and conduct practical research to demonstrate their understanding. Topics include: Approaches in psychology – the Psychodynamic approach, the Humanistic approach, the Eclectic approach and comparison of the approaches, Biopsychology, and Research methods. 

Unit 3 – Issues and Options in Psychology 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies in relation to different topics. Topics include: Debates, schizophrenia, gender development and forensic psychology. 


	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	The first year of the A level course comprises of two units:
 
Unit 1 – Introductory topics in Psychology 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies in relation to social in fluence, memory and attachment. Topics include: Social Influence – obedience, conformity and resisting social influence, Cognitive Psychology- Memory & Eye Witness Testimony, Developmental- Attachments & adult relationships. 
 
Unit 2 – Psychology in Context 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts and theories that relate to Psychological Approaches and Research Methods. Students develop their skills of evaluation and analysis and apply of these approaches to everyday life. Students develop knowledge and understanding of research methods associated with these areas and conduct practical research to demonstrate their understanding. Topics include: Approaches in psychology – Learning approaches, the cognitive approach, the biological approach and Biopsychology, Psychopathology - Abnormality & Treating Disorders and Research methods. 



	The full A level course comprises of three units. The following are taught in Y13:
 
Unit 2 – Psychology in context
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts and theories that relate to Psychological Approaches and Research Methods. Students develop their skills of evaluation and analysis and apply of these approaches to everyday life. Students develop knowledge and understanding of research methods associated with these areas and conduct practical research to demonstrate their understanding. Topics include: Approaches in psychology – the Psychodynamic approach, the Humanistic approach, the Eclectic approach and comparison of the approaches, Biopsychology, and Research methods. 

Unit 3 – Issues and Options in Psychology 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of concepts, theories and studies in relation to different topics. Topics include: Debates, schizophrenia, gender development and forensic psychology. 


	A-Level Exam Structure:

3 exams, each for 2 hours. Each paper is out of 96 and will comprise of questions:

Paper 1:
Social influence          24 marks
Memory                       24 marks
Attachment                 24 marks
Psychopathology        24 marks

Paper 2:
Approaches                 24 marks
Biopsychology             24 marks
Research methods      48 marks

Paper 3:
Issues and debates    24 marks
Gender                        24 marks
Schizophrenia             24 marks
Forensic psychology  24 marks


There will be 6 x 16 mark questions throughout the 3 papers which are essay based questions. These require 6 marks of description and 10 marks of evaluation.



	Subject works well with:

Sociology
English
Business
PE
Government and politics
History
Philosophy and ethics
[bookmark: _GoBack]Biology


	Students go on to be:

Clinical psychologists
Counselling psychologists
Forensic psychologists
Educational psychologists
Health psychologists
Occupational psychologists
Research psychologists
Counsellors
Police
Health care professionals
Lawyers
Social workers
Teachers
Advertisers
Any job where you are required to work with people.





	What do students say about the course?

‘it’s interesting as you get to learn about why we do what we do’
‘it’s very eye opening’
‘it challenges what you think and makes you think on a deeper level about why you do what you do’
‘it provides a plethora of critical thinking skills’
‘my most interesting A level is psychology but there is a lot of content to remember’
‘it is an easy subject to revise’
‘it is a good A level to have as it is a science and is the most interesting science A level’
‘It’s the fun science!’
‘Because Psychology is essay based AND a science, it can be very useful for a variety of careers and/or university courses, so useful if you are not sure what you want to do’
‘Through learning different parts of research, we are able to strategize and discuss ways of improving society and making people feel better about themselves.’
‘Because psychology is a social science, we are made to think differently about everyday life.’
‘Psychology links so very well to Law because through understanding human behaviour, (and the debates that come with it due to conflicting morals, cultures and ideologies) we can interpret how the law works through a strong, critical lens. Deconstructing the inner workings of the mind makes us realise there is more beneath the surface of life than what we think there is.’
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