	Subject and Exam Board:  Geography OCR

	Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade 6 or above in Geography.  If not taken at GCSE a grade 6 in another GCSE and grade 5 in English

	Head of Subject: Mr G Heale & Miss R Howarth

	Course Description:
Exploring the World, Understanding its Challenges
Geography A Level opens doors to diverse career paths. It’s not just a subject; it's a gateway to understanding and shaping the world's future.

Geography is a dynamic and thought-provoking subject that delves into the complex interplay of physical and human environments. Our OCR A Level Geography program offers a captivating journey through the forces shaping our planet, from the geophysical processes that sculpt landscapes to the socio-economic factors influencing global societies.

Paper 1: Students will explore how important water and carbon are to life on earth through their cycling, stores and processes. The influence of human activity is explored through the tropical rainforest and arctic tundra. Students will also explore how coastal landscapes can be viewed as a system, how landforms develop and the influences of climate and human activity on coastal landscapes.
Paper 2: Students develop a picture of how the world around them is shaped by humans, starting from the local and moving out to regional, national and international scales. In Changing Spaces, Making Places, students explore the relationships and connections between people, the economy, and society and how these contribute to creating places. In global connections, students explore the processes and flows that occur at a global level and the ways that theses influence people, places and institutions through studying case studies of global migration and the global governance of human rights.
Paper 3: Students study climate change and disease dilemmas in depth, gaining an understanding of the issues and reflecting critically on them.
NEA: Investigative geography - Students carry out an independent investigation into an area of particular interest to them, related to any aspect of the specification. Through their investigation students develop valuable transferable skills such as innovation in investigating and presenting data, research techniques and linking the real world to theory through their own research.

	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	Coastal Landscapes (Paper 1)
Changing Spaces, Making Places (Paper 2)
Climate Change (Paper 3)
Disease Dilemmas (Paper 3)

	Earth’s Life Support Systems (Paper 1)
Human Rights (Paper 2)
Global Migration (Paper 2)
Coursework element (20%)

	A-Level Exam Structure
20% NEA (coursework) started at the end of year 12 and complete majority of work in year 13
Paper 1 – Physical Systems 22%
Paper 2 – Human Interactions 22%
Paper 3 – Geographical Debates 36%

	Subject works well with:
Government & Politics, Economics, Maths, Business Studies, Psychology, Sociology, History, MFL, Art, Sciences.


	Students go on to be:
· Architect / Landscape architect
· Quantity Surveyor
· Civil Engineer
· Nature conservation officer
· Political risk analyst
· Sustainability consultant
· Data analyst
· Social researcher
· Environmental Scientist or Ecologist
· Urban and Regional Planner
· Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Specialist
· Cartographer or Geospatial Analyst
· Teacher or Professor
· Transportation Planner
· International Relations Specialist
· Geopolitical Analyst
· Travel and Tourism
· Natural Resource Manager
· Community Development Specialist
· Market Research Analyst
· Emergency Management Specialist

	What do students say about the course?
Relevance to Real-World Issues: A-level Geography is often praised for its direct relevance to real-world issues. Students appreciate that they are learning about topics and challenges that have a tangible impact on the world, from climate change to inequality.

Interdisciplinary Nature: Geography is an interdisciplinary subject that incorporates elements of science, social science, and the humanities. Students value the diverse range of topics and skills they can explore within a single subject.

Fieldwork Experiences: Many students enjoy the practical aspect of A-level Geography, including fieldwork. Fieldwork provides opportunities for hands-on learning, data collection, and the application of theoretical knowledge to real environments.

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving: Geography fosters critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Students learn to analyse complex issues, make informed decisions, and propose solutions to global challenges.

Career Opportunities: Students often recognize that A-level Geography can open doors to a variety of careers, from environmental science to urban planning, international relations, and more. The versatility of the subject appeals to those with diverse interests.

Inclusivity: A-level Geography is known for being an inclusive subject that welcomes students with a wide range of abilities and backgrounds. It allows students to explore topics from local to global scales, making it accessible and engaging for many.

Engaging Teachers: Engaging and knowledgeable teachers can greatly enhance the learning experience. Students often appreciate teachers who are passionate about the subject and provide interesting and interactive lessons.

Personal Growth: Geography can foster personal growth by encouraging students to become more globally aware and environmentally conscious. It helps them become better informed citizens and critical thinkers.

Global Perspectives: Geography provides students with a global perspective, enabling them to understand the interconnectedness of the world and appreciate cultural and environmental diversity.

Community and Environmental Impact: Some students are drawn to the subject because it allows them to make a positive impact on their communities and the environment by addressing important issues like sustainability and resilience.
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