	Subject and Exam Board: Dance BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts -  Pearson 

	Minimum Entry Requirement: BTEC Merit or GCSE grade 5 in Dance or medals/grades from dance school and successful audition. 

	Head of Subject: Ms P Judge 

	Course Description
At KS5 we continue to work with BTEC to provide a clear progression. This qualification offers an engaging programme to support learners who want to pursue a career in dance. This size of qualification allows learners to study related and complementary qualifications alongside it, without duplication of content. It can prepare learners for a range of Apprenticeships in performance-related areas. When taken alongside further Level 3 qualifications, it supports access to a range of higher education courses in the performing arts sector. The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts – Dance is the equivalent of a full A Level, providing students with the same UCAS points. Here, our students’ study four units over the course of two years, analysing professional practitioners and their repertoire, developing their practical dance skills and technique in Jazz, Ballet and Contemporary Dance as well as refining those performance skills our students have been developing since Year 9. Alongside this they will learn about the history of dance as well as bringing together all the skills learnt to choreograph a final group piece lasting 20 minutes, in response to a set theme chosen by the exam board.


	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	Unit 1- Investigating Practitioners Work 
Unit 2- Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance

Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners’ Work  

Understanding the contextual factors that have influenced and informed the work of performing arts practitioners has an important role in developing your own professional practice and understanding of features, such as response to a theme, performance styles, genre and purpose. A personal evaluation of the work is important; judgements need to be based on effective research and secure critical analysis. In this unit, you will develop skills that allow you to investigate the work of influential performing arts practitioners. You will identify the contextual factors that influence their work and critically analyse key information, such as creative intentions, performance, production and repertoire in order to develop and communicate independent judgements. To complete the assessment tasks within this unit, you will need to draw on your learning from across your programme.

Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance 

You will participate in regular workshops, classes and exercises where you will acquire, practise and develop the necessary technical, practical and interpretative performance skills to help you succeed when performing live to an audience. You will consider the nature, skills and attributes of the performer’s role in your chosen discipline. You will work with existing performance works, analysing and interpreting the material in order to understand and apply the relevant skills and techniques appropriate to the style. In practical classes you will demonstrate the discipline, focus and commitment the role of the performer requires. Ongoing review and evaluation will allow you to monitor your progress and set targets for the development of your performance skills.


	Unit 3- Group Performance Workshop
Unit 10- Jazz Dance Technique 


Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop 

In this unit, you will learn how to respond to a given stimulus as part of a group, using research, discussion and practical exploration to develop performance material and later present an informal presentation of the work to an invited audience. As a member of a team, you will contribute to the creative development and rehearsal process, shaping and refining the work and applying performance and teamwork skills. You will share responsibility for creative decisions regarding the nature and direction of the intended performance, and your individual contribution will reflect your own skills through the group’s interests and ideas. The workshop performance will be an opportunity to try out the work before an audience to invite discussion and evaluation of its potential. You will reflect on the development process, considering the success and potential of the work for further development, as well as evaluating your own contribution to the process and the product. To complete the assessment tasks within this unit, you will need to draw on your learning from across your programme.  

Unit 10: Jazz Dance Technique  

Jazz dance is a popular and diverse dance form that is used in a variety of performances. Often associated with cabaret and musical theatre, its influence has broadened out into areas such as flash mobs, music videos and concerts. The skills that you will develop in this unit can make you a dancer who can work in a broad range of jazz contexts. In this unit, you will develop skills and techniques that will enable you to understand the key technical and stylistic features of jazz dance through participating in technique classes, rehearsals and performance work. By learning and watching different styles of jazz dance, you will develop an understanding of the diversity of this dance form and the practitioners who have influenced the development of the style. You will reflect on your progress as you develop skills and techniques, setting targets and reviewing your progress.  


	BTEC Exam Structure

Students will be expected to create-
Jazz Dance History PowerPoint presentation. 
Weekly progress & development logs.
Skills audits.
Peer/self-reflections.
Filmed- performances, rehearsals & assessments.
4 Written milestones (800 word assignments) discussing ideas, process and evaluation.
‘A Life of a Dance’ 15-20 minute presentation.
Research workbook.
3 hour examination- based on a set question from the examination board. 


	Subject works well with:

Drama, Media, English, Physical Education and/or History.


	Students go on to be:

Students in dance have gone on to be a part of a breadth of jobs in the arts and dance sectors. With the creative industry growing at a rapid rate, whether, it be as a dancer on stage or a member of staff working alongside the production team; dance provides students with transferrable skills resulting in students going on to study criminology, law, languages, teaching and many more.


	What do students say about the course?

“I have seen dance this year as a way to express myself and escape the pressures of being a young teenager. It has been enjoyable and fun for me to see my work and ideas come to life and to be able to lead others and help them become in better physical health and a fantastic dancer.”

“Dance has taught me how to communicate with others and how to get an audience to connect with what they are viewing. It has made me think about how dance and theatre can create changes in the world that couldn’t be done it any other way.”
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