	Subject and Exam Board – Philosophy & Ethics (RS) - OCR

	Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade 6 or above in Religious Studies.  If not taken at GCSE Grade 6 or above in another GCSE and Grade 5 or above in English

	Head of Subject: Mr G Blain

	Course Description
Our A Level in Religious Studies provides a coherent and thought-provoking programme of study. Students develop their understanding and appreciation of religious beliefs and teachings, as well as the disciplines of ethics and the philosophy of religion.

Component 1: Philosophy of religion
Students study philosophical language and thought, and issues and questions raised by belief:

Ancient philosophical influences
the nature of the soul, mind and body
Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God
The nature and impact of religious experience
The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil
Ideas about the nature of God
Issues in religious language.

Component 2: Religion and ethics
Students explore key concepts and the works of influential thinkers, ethical theories and their application:

Normative ethical theories
The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance
Ethical language and thought
Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience
Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs.


Component 3: Developments in religious thought - Christianity
They explore:

Religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the contemporary world
Sources of religious wisdom and authority
Practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition
Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought
Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society.


	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	Philosophy of Rel.
· Key teachings – Plato 
· Key teachings – Aristotle
· Soul, Mind and Body
· Cosmological & Teleological Arguments
· Ontological Argument
· Religious Experience
· The Problem of Evil
Rel. & Ethics
· Natural Law
· Situation Ethics
· Kantian Ethics
· Utilitarianism
· Euthanasia
· Business Ethics
Dev. In Christian Thought
· Augustine on Human nature
· Death & the Afterlife
· Knowledge of God’s Existence
· The person of Christ
· Christian Moral Principles
· Christian Moral Action
	Philosophy of Rel.
· Attributes of God
· Religious language: Negative, Analogical or Symbolic.
· Religious Language: Twentiethcentury perspectives and philosophical comparisons.
Rel. & Ethics
· Meta-Ethical Theories
· Conscience
· Sexual Ethics



Dev. In Christian Thought
· Religious pluralism and theology
· Religious pluralism and society
· Gender and society
· Gender and theology
· The Challenge of Secularism
· Liberation Theology and Marx



	
A-Level Exam structure
	Component
	Marks
	Duration
	Weighting
	insert text

	Philosophy of religion (01)
	120
	2 hours
	33⅓%
	

	Religion and ethics (02)
	120
	2 hours
	33⅓%
	

	Developments in religious thought (03-07)
	120
	2 hours
	33⅓%
	





	Subject works well with:
A’ Level Philosophy & Ethics builds and extends the higher-order skills from GCSE RS, providing an excellent basis for university and professional or academic careers.

Many sixth formers choose to combine A’ Level Philosophy & Ethics with…
Maths, Further Maths or Physics...and Philosophy & Ethics
Philosophy & Ethics builds research and essay skills, teaches critical thinking and introduces philosophical questions and ethical discussions which underpin the other subjects. 

Maths, Physics, Chemistry or Biology...and Philosophy & Ethics
Philosophy & Ethics helps prepare for the BMAT test and builds important skills in research and essay writing, which are of increasing importance for all scientists.

Maths, Economics...and Philosophy & Ethics
Philosophy & Ethics shows awareness of ethical dimensions & builds essay & research skills, which are really important in jobs later on as well as in university work.

English Literature, History/Classical Studies, French/German/Spanish/Latin/Greek...and Philosophy & Ethics

This combination leads into any Arts degree, whether that may be English Literature (or Language/Linguistics), MFL, History, European Studies, Law...Philosophy & Ethics, in combination with other Arts & Humanities subjects, gives a great foundation for further professional training.
Art, Music, Theatre Studies...and Philosophy & Ethics
This combination leads into many creative degree courses and/or careers. Degrees in drama, Music or Fine Art: Philosophy & Ethics demonstrates academic ability and builds skills in essay writing & research which are of huge importance in creative industries as well as for undergraduate projects. Philosophy & Ethics also provides important cultural background for appreciating many plays, compositions or pieces of art.

	Students go on to be:
· Engineers
· Doctors/Surgeons
· Biomedical Science
· Nursing
· Economist
· Business or finance career
· Accountancy
· Teacher
· Lawyer
· Marketing
· Journalist
· Publisher
· Media career
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