	Subject and Exam Board: Art & Design Edexcel

	Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade 6 or above in Art

	Head of Subject: Miss S Cowie

	Course Description: 

Art and Design A Level gives creative students the opportunity to express yourself. You will develop your understanding of creative processes, your ability to observe and think, to solve problems and communicate in a visual, verbal, and written way. It will enable you to work independently and to make your own discoveries by exploring ideas, other artists’ work and different materials and techniques.

Studying A Level Art gives you the skills and knowledge to create personal and imaginative work. You will learn key artist concepts and theories whilst putting your creativity to work with practical projects and assignments.
 

	What you will learn in Year 12
	What you will learn in Year 13

	Introductory personal identity project. 
Start component 1 (Passions and Obsessions)

· Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.
· Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops.
· Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress.
· Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements.





	Continue Component 1 (Passions and Obsessions)
Component 2 (Externally set theme)

· Understand how ideas generate starting points for art and design practice and form an integral part of the creative process.
· Understand how images and artefacts relate to ethical and political contexts
· Undertake sustained development and refinement of ideas.
· Develop your visual language to communicate ideas.
· Demonstrate skilful use of the formal elements, including line, tone, colour, shape, pattern, texture, form and structure.
· Record evidence of your progress, in an on–going critical and analytical review.
· Respond to a theme, stimulus or ideas.
· Make connections between your investigations and creative intentions 
· Realise intentions.
· Produce and present outcome(s).

	A-Level Exam Structure:

Art & Design consists of two components, both are teacher assessed and externally moderated. 

Component 1 is internally set by the teacher and externally moderated. 

In component 1 you will complete supporting studies, practical work and a personal study. 
The personal study will be evidenced through critical written communication showing contextual research and understanding in a minimum 1000 words of continuous prose, which may contain integrated images. The personal study comprises 12% of the total qualification and is marked out of 18.

Component 2 is externally set, assessed by the teacher and externally moderated. This is 40% of the total qualification. 

This component allows students opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s) in response to an externally set theme.


	Subject works well with:

· Product design
· Maths
· History
· Engineering
· Drama


	Students go on to be:

· Architect
· Graphic designer
· Fashion designer
· Photographer
· Illustrator 
· Freelance Artist
· Gallery Curator
· Film maker
· Commercial marketing 
· Fashion journalist 
· Animator
· Art therapist 
· Interior designer 
· Set designer 
· Art Teacher 
· Art Critic


	What do students say about the course?

“We get a lot of freedom and creativity to explore themes and different materials.”
“It is a good and relaxing environment and very therapeutic.”
“You get to express yourself and choose your own topic, so it is something you are interested in.”
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